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& Egyptian Water Clock 


MADE: 1415-1380 BCE; 1922 in Karnak 


Plaster cast of early Egyptian water clock or 'clepsydra’ from 
original dating from between 1415-1380 BCE, reign of 
Amenhotep Ill, found at Karnak Temple in 1904. Original now 
in Cairo Museum. It was filled with water, which leaked out 
slowly indicating the passage of hours. The passage of hours 
differed according to the month and whether day or night. 


The original of this plaster cast (which is held in the Cairo 
Museum) was found at Karnak Temple, Upper Egypt, in 1904, 
and dates from the reign of King Amenhotep III (1390-1352 
BC). It is made of alabaster and was probably used for 
indicating the passage of hours of the night. In use, the 
vessel was filled with water, which leaked out slowly from a 
small hole near the bottom. The time is indicated by the level 
of the water in the vessel, which is shaped so that it falls at a 
uniform rate. At this time it was customary to divide the period 
of daylight and darkness into twelve ‘hours’ which thus varied 
with the seasons. The inside of the vessel has twelve scales 
each marked with the name of the month. 


DETAILS 
CATEGORY: Time Measurement Science Museum Grou | t 


OBJECT NUMBER: 1923-48 


MATERIALS: original: alabaster and this copy: plaster 


MEASUREMENTS: plaster cast: 350 x 480 mm 


Creative 
1 of 2 12/9/2023, 2:03 AM 


Egyptian Water Clock | Science Museum Group Collection https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/co454/egyptian-w... 


TYPE: water clock Commons Zero 
TAXONOMY: furnishing and equipment 
L measuring device - instrument Creative Commons 
. : Attribution 4.0 licence 
L timepiece e 
L visual and verbal communication Using our data 
CREDIT: The Egyptian Government 
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